The Meherrin Indian Tribe 


P. 0. Box 508 
Winton, N.C. 27986 





September 4, 1987 


North Carolina Commission of Indian Affairs 
Attn: Special Committee on Recognition 
Post Office Box 27228 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27611 


Dear Chairman Richardson: 


l pray that you and your people are well. It has been some time since my last 
meeting with you. I am sure that is due to your busy schedule as well as my own. It 
is my hope that in times to come, we will avail ourselves to come together more often. 


Much has happened since the Meherrin's gained State recognition and we thank 
our fellow Indian brothers and sisters in supporting us in this endeavor. There isa 
small problem 1l need to discuss with you concerning our recognition, but I'll talk with 
you about that at a later time. 


The issue of which, 1 would like to bring to your attention and to the consideration 
of the special committee, is that of recognition of the Tuscarora Tribe of Pembroke, 
North Carolina. Criteria six of the recognition process addresses, “Letters or Statements 
from presently recognized tribes or groups or their representatives attesting to the Indian 
heritage of the tribe." 


As your tribe supported us in our effort, we too, have a desire to support non- 
recognized tribes in their effort. I have met on several occasions with the people of 
the Tuscarora, and have reviewed endless documentation of their rich heritage, there 
is no doubt of their Indianess. 


l once stated before the Commission many years ago that recognition in itself was 
sufficient for my people. l also stated that 1 would work to support and be part of the 
process that united all our people, Chief this is part of that effort. 


I thank you in advance for your leadership with the special committee and the groups 
favorable response in the recognition of the Tuscaroras of Pembroke. | 


~ 


Sincerely, 


fice he lar 
Patrick C. Riddick, Chief 


cc: A. Bruce Jones, Director 
Tuscarora Tribe of N.C., Inc. 


